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What is the problem?

• Water quality and ecosystem health poor and/or declining 

in many waterways

• Lots of management actions underway to reverse this 

trend, but limited recording of what is being done, how 

much is being done, or where it’s being done

• Limited ability to determine effectiveness of these 

investments

• Lack of certainty about effectiveness slows change
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What is the solution?

• Development of a register of land management actions to address 

water quality and ecosystem health

• Standardised set of indicators of action that are applicable across 

multiple sectors at a catchment scale

➢ specific actions

➢ bundles of associated actions

➢ coarse indications of activity

➢ spatial, temporal and intensity aspects

• Robust independent reporting alongside water quality and 

ecosystem health indicators – Land, Air, Water Aotearoa 

www.lawa.org.nz

• Enable comparisons with other catchments – to see what has 

worked elsewhere and to make connections
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Who is using the research to make a 

difference?

• Land owners and managers

• Advisors

• Industry collectives (Dairy NZ, Beef & Lamb, Forestry Industry 
Owners, Fertiliser NZ)

• Iwi

• Community groups & NGOs (Landcare Trust)

• Regional council sector

• Central government – MfE, DOC, MPI
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How is it building towards the Our Land 

and Water goal?

• Speed up action on the ground

• Enhanced kaitiakitanga

• Demonstrated benefits provide incentives for further action

• More awareness of efforts underway

• Ability to size the task ahead

@OurLandandWater

#OLW2019



Collaborators

Collaborators

Te Arawa Lakes Trust

Te Arawa River Iwi Trust

Wakatū Inc

University of Otago

World Overview of Conservation Approaches 

and Technologies

Team

Roger Young, Kati Doehring, Cawthron Institute

Christina Robb, Happen Consulting

Marie McCarthy, SCION

Jonathan Alsop, IT Effect

Michael Kelly, Openlab, Massey University

More Information

Roger.Young@cawthron.org.nz


