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What is the problem?
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What is the solution?

• User-friendly geospatial representations of ancestral land 
and waterscapes

• Community-end user in mind

• Notwithstanding on the ground information available – farm 
consultants/Lidar/attenuation reports etc

• Socio-economic dimension
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Mapping ‘Normal’



Whaka-papa



Layers of understanding

• Māori land (portal approach)
NEXT:
• Tribal descendants (iwi data)
• Historical Maps

• Pā (ancestral 
settlements)
• Waterbodies/ 

catchments/ 
quality

Platform development



Who is using the research to make a 

difference?

• Māori land trusts – marae, local residents, increasingly, non-
local descendants seeking to understand and connect to 
their ancestral land

• Co-research, co-design, and co-creation with communities, 
marae, Māori land trusts, producers/farmers/growers

• Data is data and is not a solution in itself – information 
paralysis
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How is it building towards the Our Land 

and Water goal?

• TOWARD A MOSAIC OF LAND USE IN AOTEAROA?
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Collaborators
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