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Guiding hypothesis

Shining light on existing Māori agrifood 
traditions and innovations can inspire 

Māori communities and individuals (as 
well as non-Māori decision makers in 
the agrifood sector) to reframe ideas 

about productivity 
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Project Phases
Phase 1 – Critical discourse analysis of NZ’s Food Story and the Missing Māori Contribution 
(Completed) 

Phase 2 – Gathering of kōrero and knowledge of kaitiakitanga tools to tell a kaupapa Māori 
Land and Water Food Story  (in progress ) 

Phase 3 – Knowledge transfer – Development of  a Kaupapa Māori Land and Water Food 
Story  (Dec 2018 – June 2019)



Who have we 

talked with?



Traci Houpapa

Ex-Director of Pamu, Chair of FOMA 

Iwi and Māori enterprises

Gretta Carney 

Hapi - Kaupapa based food retailer Hua Parakore (HP)

Cathy Taite-Jamieson

Biofarm Organic Dairy Farmer (HP)

Hineamaru Ropati

Papatuanuku Marae (HP)

Laney Hunia

Whenua Honey - Whanau business

John Reid- Ngai Tahu Research Centre

Iwi



Themes from analysis:
1. Background info on food growing practices and intended destinations for the food

2. How Māori values inform practices
3. Challenges

4. Connections to other food growers/communities

5. Soil

6. Ki uta ki tai (connections to the world around us, lands and waters)

7. Kaitiakitanga values

8. Important aspects of telling your story

9. Productivity paradigms



Kaitiakitanga

if you can be moving everybody 

toward that standard in that way of 

thinking, stepping out of just looking 

at everything as a resource as 

something you use for your own 

ends, you start to think about 

something you care about because 

it’s your whānaunga/tupuna, it 
becomes a personal connection and 

relationship. I think that’s what Māori 
have to bring. I think that’s where the 
rest of New Zealand has to follow. 

(John Reid, 2018)
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Alternate 

Productivity 

Paradigms

YT: they wanted to change the business 

model; be in a collective and utilise every 

body’s skills as they can’t do everything; 
opportunity to engage with youth – a 

whanau business – they are learning 

about what it is to be in business –
across all aspects of the production (the 

kids that is) they are living it with their 

parents
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Whenua Honey



Alternate 

Productivity 

Paradigms

We had an interview with Hoana Selby, 

who is Pataka’s mum and she talked 

about the Depression and how Māori 
families really managed the Depression 

quite well. And it was through their ability 

to mahi kai […] And I wonder if we had a 
great Depression now, how our Māori 
whānau would fare. And I’d probably say, 
not that well. I don’t know if the kai is 
actually available in our water ways to 

feed that many people anymore. I actually 

don’t believe we have many people who 
know how to catch, prepare and present.
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Alternate 

Productivity 

Paradigms

Getting dirty with Papatūānuku in 
our own village. This is what 

gardening does to you. If you 

grow food, you don’t need a 
$100,000 salary. If you’ve got 
your own home on your own 

land, potentially you can have a 

really good lifestyle. If you’ve got 
thirty or forty grand a year, you 

can do it.

Manaia Cunningham
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Preliminary findings
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Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou!


